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WEATHER

Temperatures were much above normal

the entire period averaging five to

eleven degrees above.

Precipitation was quite sparse and

was from very widely scattered thunder-

showers which occurred the first of the

period and again during the mld-portion.

Amounts were quite variable from only

traces up to a little over two inches.

CROPS

Nebraska farmers and ranchers in most

areas of the State had seven days suitable

for fleldwork during the survey week

(July 6-12). Rains interrupted wheat har-

vest briefly in some areas of western

Nebraska. Topsoil moisture supplies are

short in 96% of counties and adequate in

4% and is the worst it has been since the

series started in 1969. Subsoil moisture

supplies are 87% short and 13% adequate.

Only Banner, Cheyenne, and Mimhsll Coun-

ties reported adequate topsoil moisture

supplies due to a recent rainfall of .84

to 1.25 inches. All crops are showing

signs of severe dryness and drought con-

ditions. Daytime heat is causing crops

to curl, fire, discolor and is severely

reducing growth of all field and row

crops.

Wlnter wheat crop is 90% harvested

for the State, with 80% harvested in the

Panhandle. Most southern and south-

eastern counties are finished. Normal

for July 15 is 62%, Harvest was about

eight to ten days earlier than normal.

Wheat has been low in moisture with test

weight averaging around 59-62 pounds per

bushelf Rall cars have been avallable

as needed and custom combines have been

in ample supply this year. Some farmers

are fertilizing and plowing wheat stubble.

Corn condition is poor in 8% of

reporting counties, fair in 41% and good

in only 51%. Previous week's corn con-

dition was excellentln 6% of counties,

good in 67%, fair in 25% and poor in only

2%. Continued drought conditions are

causing severe damage to dryland corn.

Ten percent of the corn has sllked.

Reports indicated dryland corn that is

tasseling and silklng is very short.

Polllnatlon of corn may he hurt severely

if relief from extreme hot, dry weather
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doesn't come soon. Farmers irrigating are

having problems keeping enough water on

fields and pumps are running around the

clock. Between 45 and 50% of Nebraska corn

is irrigated. Corn leaf aphid populations

are building. Reports also indicate moder-

ate infestations of stalk borer, rootworm

beetle and chinch bugs. Rootworm damage

is severe in non-treated fields.

Sorghum condition is good in 42% of

counties, fair in 53% and poor in 5%.

Previous week's sorghum was excellent in

3% of counties, good in 67%, fair in 29%

and poor in only 1%. To date, chinch bug

and greenbug populations are expanding due

to drought.

Soybean condition is good in 41% of

counties, fair in 54% and poor in 5%. Last

week counties reported the crop as being

excellent in 5%, good in 65%, fair in 30%.

Soybeans are very short and are beginning

to blossom. Dryland soybeans have stopped

growing due to drought.

Oats and other small grain harvest is

In progress. _aunders County reports a

large crop and harvest be_ng 70% complete.

Some of the oat crop is being harvested as

haylage.

Sugar beets in the North Platte River

Valley are reported in good condition and

progressing very well. Field beans are

looking good.

Alfalfa and wild hay condition is

declining with prevailing drought condi-

tions. Alfalfa growth has severely de-

clined and stands are reported as being

only eight to ten inches high. About 50%

of the second cutting has been completed.

Wild hay condition is generally fair or

poor with only 28% of counties reporting

it as good or better.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range supplies are short

in 82% of the counties and adequate in 18%.

Sandhille and Panhandle range supplies

are critically short with native grasses

brown and dormant. Range fire hazard is

critical.

Livestock are taking the heat well and

are in good condition. Livestock movement

has been high in cull cows. Cattlemen have

started haying cattle due to short pastures.

Hot weather has caused substantial fly and

pink eye problems. Reported pig and hog

losses have been rising due to extreme heat.
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